Drug product selection and the law.
Pharmacists are reported to be concerned about their liability exposure when engaging in drug product selection. A review of the elements of a suit for negligence is presented along with a brief application of those principles to a suit for negligence in drug product selection. The role of the manufacturer in assuring product integrity is emphasized. A liability suit also could be based on contract law principles, which are discussed. A few reasons that may explain why no suit has been successfully maintained in this area to date are presented. Finally, discussion of legislative provisions that attempt to contain the pharmacist's liability exposure are considered.